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Winter 2016 Extension Lesson 
JK – Grade 3 
 

 

A Forest Of Fingers 
 

 
 
Using a toilet paper roll for the trunk and handprints for the 
branches, each student will create a tree that represents who 
they are. When placed together the unique and individual 
trees become a forest community.  
 
 
Materials: 
 

- toilet paper roll 

- construction paper and/or scrapbooking paper 

- pencils and erasers 

- markers 

- pencil crayons 

- various collage materials (tissue paper, pre-cut shapes, 
patterned papers, etc) 

- scissors 

- glue sticks and/or white glue 

- tape 
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Procedures: 

 
Create the tree branches 
 

- trace the shape of your hand three times on different pieces of construction paper or scrapbooking paper 

- carefully cut out each hand (some students may require assistance with this step) 
 

 
Decorate the branches 
 

- have students consider the various personal qualities they would like to represent on their tree.  For example, what are their favourite 
colours, foods, and activities?  Each hand will be decorated to represent one aspect of their identity 

- patterns and colours can be added to the hands as a preliminary layer.  Encourage students to think about the kinds of lines and shapes 
they can use to represent certain qualities.  For example, have them consider how lines and shapes can represent different emotions 

- a second layer of details can be added to the hands by collaging various materials on top of the patterns and colours.  This is a great 
opportunity to add texture to the trees by incorporating a variety of materials 
 

 
Create the tree trunk 
 

- decorate a toilet paper roll to be the trunk of the tree using a combination of drawing and collage 
- cut two small slits into the top edge of the roll (some students may require assistance with this step)  

 

 
Assemble the tree 
 

- slide the hands into the slits in the tree trunk, arranging them to resemble tree branches.  Use glue or tape to hold them in place if 
necessary 

- create a community forest by arranging the trees together 
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ADDENDUM: ONTARIO CURRICULUM EXPECTATIONS 
 

KINDERGARTEN 
Visual Arts: 
As children progress through the full-day early learning-Kindergarten program they: 
V1.1 demonstrate an awareness of personal interests and a sense of accomplishment in visual arts 
V2.1 explore a variety of tools, materials, and processes of their own choice to create visual art forms in familiar and new ways 
V2.2 explore different elements of design 
V3.1 use problem-solving skills and their imagination to create visual art forms 
 
GRADE ONE   
Visual Arts: 
By the end of Grade 1, students will: 
D1.3 use elements of design in art works to communicate ideas, messages, and personal understandings 
D1.4 use a variety of materials, tools, and techniques to respond to design challenges 
D2.2 explain how elements and principles of design are used to communicate meaning or understanding in their own and others’ art work 
 
GRADE TWO   
Visual Arts: 
By the end of Grade 2, students will: 
D1.2 demonstrate an understanding of composition, using principles of design to create narrative art works or art works on a theme or topic 
D1.4 use a variety of materials, tools, and techniques to respond to design challenges 
D2.1 express their feelings and ideas about works of art 
 
GRADE THREE  
Visual Arts: 
By the end of Grade 3, students will: 
D1.2 demonstrate an understanding of composition, using principles of design to create narrative art works or art works on a theme or topic 
D1.4 use a variety of materials, tools, and techniques to respond to design challenges 
D2.1 express personal feelings and ideas about art experiences and images 
 
 

 


